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Decades of College Dreams




Teacher: Maura Masters

Room: RM 315

Course No.: 9416.R000
Email: maura.masters@austinisd.org
Website: www.msmastersclass.weebly.com
Remind code: @3ccd38

Classroom phone: (512) 841-1993

Tutoring hours: Lunchtime
Course Description:
AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination. It is a college-preparatory class that will help you to succeed in your classes, get accepted to college, earn money to help you pay for college, and prepare you for college success. Students stay in the AVID program for all four years of high school. 

A few facts: 

· AVID began in 1980; it has helped thousands of students to be successful in college – it works! 

· AVID is in 44 states, the District of Columbia  and 16 countries 

In the last reported national statistics, 91% of AVID seniors in the U.S. went to college.
Necessary Materials: 
We will do our best to provide you with the materials you need for this class.  You will be expected to bring your materials to AVID class as well as your other classes. 

· 3-ring binder with dividers 

· notebook paper 

· pencils

· highlighters 

· calendar / agenda 

Grade Policy 
	25% Tutorials 
	You must come to class prepared with your Tutorial Request Form and participate productively in the tutorial process. 



	25% Organization 
	We will have regular binder, planner and Cornell Note checks to ensure that you are organized

	25% General Work 
	This covers any work we do during class lessons, such as reading assignments, Socratic Seminars and Philosophical Chairs, in addition to learning logs. 



	25% Essays and Projects 
	Each grading period, you will complete a project or essay. 


Late Work Policy

Unless previously stated, assignments are due at the start of class. 

· For major essays and projects, ten points will be deducted for each day late. Most essay assignments will be due at midnight of the due date via turnitin.com. The student is responsible for making sure that their assignment is turned in ELECTRONICALLY, correctly and on time.
· Smaller assignments, such as but not limited to TRF Pre-work and Learning Logs will not be accepted after the due date. They may be turned in later in the day, but ten points will be deducted whether even if they are a minute late.   

· The only exception to the late work policy is if you had an excused absence. The work should be turned in the day the student returns to school—do NOT wait for AVID to meet again.  

Make Up Work Policy
If you miss class, check my website. I will do the best I can to update it. But, you should also maintain a list of contact information of fellow-classmates who you can call, email or message to find out what was missed. You can also email ME. Once back at school you can also check a classmate’s agenda. I will maintain file of extra handouts where you can get any that you missed upon your return. You have two days to make up the work for each day that you were absent. 
One Copy Policy

As you have a binder, there is no reason to lose work or handouts that have been given to you. Should you lose a handout, you are responsible for finding someone who will let you photocopy theirs BEFORE you need it again in class or you may print out another version from my website. You are, also, welcome to copy it by hand on separate sheet of paper. 
Volunteer Hours: 

As a junior AVID student, you will be required to perform eight hours of community service per year. You should fill out your volunteer log and get hours signed off on at the time of service, so you do not need to scramble at the end of the year. 
Tutorials outside of AVID class 
I offer tutoring most days at lunch. If I will not be available on a particular day, I will let you know as soon as possible. If I need to leave my room during lunch, I will put a note on my door, so you know where to find me and/or when I will be back. 
All your teachers should offer tutoring times, so you can get extra assistance, practice or make up missed tests or quizzes. Another great option for extra help is the tutoring center is available in room 264 before and after school. 

Of course, we will have AVID tutorials, too, but if you need more support, make sure you take advantage of the help that is available to you. 

Set up of AVID Binder:
Academic Sections: English, Social Studies, Math, Science

· Syllabus (at front)
· Any sections required by your teacher
· Cornell Notes
AVID Section:

· Syllabus (at front)

· General AVID

· C-Notes

· TRFs

· Learning Logs

· Research Log (you have the option of keeping this in a small separate binder, but you must be responsible for bringing it to class beginning on September 12th—all days except tutorial periods.)
· Reflections/research Process
· Works cited

· Focused Note-taking

· Integrating Sources into text

· Academic Vocabulary

· Journaling/Quickwrites

If you run out of room in your binder, you should start a “save folder” with work from last six weeks that is no longer needed. You may keep the save folder in our file cabinet to study for finals, use in portfolios, or to help fellow classmates in tutorials. 
Citations for Research and Projects:


In this class we will use MLA citation, both for the works cited page and for internal or parenthetical citation within the work. Should you need assistance, you can find the correct format at www.easybib.com. To see how to cite various sources—including those found through data bases, look under APA, MLA and Chicago Citation Guides. To cite webpages, look under How to cite websites in MLA. To cite parenthetically in your actual paper, look under How to cite parenthetical citations in MLA.
Formats for major written assignments: 

Unless otherwise stated, please type in an easily read, 11 point font, such as Tohoma, Calabri, Arial, or Times New Roman. Double space your work and indent your paragraphs a full tab. 

Include the following single –spaced heading at the top right of your work: 

First and Last name

AVID III, period ___

Month, day, year

Center an original title at the start of the essay. 
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AVID Essentials
These are some of the things that are essential to AVID. As an AVID student, you are responsible for these. As a junior, you will be held to a higher standard. 
Tutorials 

In AVID, we will have tutorials during class. The school hires college students to work as tutors in the AVID classes, leading small groups of students. Students come to the tutorial prepared with a question with which they would like help, bringing their notes and any other necessary class materials. Students are expected to participate actively in the tutorial in order to help not only themselves but their peers as well. 
AVID Binder 

Organization is essential to success in high school, college, and life!  We will help you learn to be an organized student.   In order to learn this important skill, AVID students are expected to carry a binder with the materials for all their classes. Students receive regular grades for doing so. 
Cornell Notes 

One of the most important skills students must learn in order to be successful in high school and college is how to take good notes. We teach the Cornell Note-taking method. Students must take notes in their classes and receive grades in AVID for doing so. 

College Knowledge 
AVID students learn what they need to know about college before they go. What types of schools are there? What are the admissions requirements? How do students pay for it? 
Citizenship 
AVID students strive to be model students. AVID students behave respectfully and responsibly so that they can achieve their ambitious goals. They work hard not only to earn good grades, but also to be positive members of the Austin High community.  
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Fun Stuff!
AVID is not easy, but it is fun! Some of the fun stuff we do… 

· Class games / community building activities 

· Class speakers / visitors

· 2 Banquets  

· 2 Field Trips to Colleges 

What is an AVID Student? 

· AVID students are actively involved in their own education and grow academically and personally through the support of the AVID program. 

· AVID students become experts in AVID strategies (Cornell Notes, tutorials, inquiry, collaboration, etc.) 

· AVID students develop personal pride in themselves and their work. 

· AVID students will…

· Be positive, encouraging, and supportive of their classmates. 

· Arrive on time and prepared for class. 

· Act as a role model in behavior for peers. 

· Become familiar with the specific routines and expectations of their teachers’ classrooms. 

· Understand the importance of learning and of achieving academic success.

· Demonstrate commitment to themselves, to AVID, and to their studies. 

· Communicate effectively with their teachers, tutors, and other students. 

· Discuss with AVID tutors areas of concern. 

· Maintain at least a 2.0 GPA and satisfactory citizenship and attendance in all classes. 

· Take college-preparatory classes. 

· Maintain an AVID three-ring binder. 

· Take Cornell notes and/or keep learning logs in all academic classes. 

· Complete all homework. 

· Participate in AVID tutorials. 

· Attend summer school if needed to earn credit or raise their GPA. 

· Prepare for and take college entrance exams (such as the PSAT, ACT and SAT). 
EVERYTHING will  be looked at this year. In order to continue as a senior AVID student, you will be required to re-apply to the program. 
